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Girls Inc. of Alameda County Participants Design Software 

 
San Leandro, CA (Feb. 8) —Girls Incorporated of Alameda County middle school 
participants are designing software and creating blogs. Due to the percent of women 
earning degrees in computer science decreasing by 12% since 1985, Girls Inc. of 
Alameda County partnered with SRI, formerly Stanford Research Institute International, 
to develop BuildIT—an afterschool and summer program for middle school girls to 
develop IT fluency, interest in mathematics, knowledge of IT careers and to learn first 
hand from IT professionals.  
 
Girls Inc. of Alameda County piloted this program and brought it to 150 participants. In 
January 2008, Girls Inc. of Alameda County and SRI brought BuildIT to six Girls Inc. 
affiliates across the nation. 
 
The mission of the Build IT curriculum is to strengthen the participants IT fluency, 
introduce them to IT career opportunities and inspire girls to take algebra and geometry 
courses in order to pursue post-secondary STEM education and IT careers.  
 
After participating in Build IT, 64% of Girls Inc. of Alameda County participants were 
confident that they could describe how information travels through the internet—up from 
29% before the program. Also, there was a 27% increase in positive attitudes toward 
taking computer courses in high school.  
 
Girls Inc. of Alameda County has inspired the underserved girls of Alameda County to be 
strong, smart and bold for 50 years.  In BuildIT, 82% of participants are African 
American or Latina and the majority come from low socioeconomic households. 
 
Girls Inc. of Alameda County is an affiliate of the national Girls Inc. and serves 7,000 
girls and their families through year-round programs focusing on academic enrichment, 
leadership, self-esteem and mental health and counseling services. Our programs 
challenge girls to explore their full potential, attend college, build fulfilling careers and 
expand their sense of what is possible. 
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